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THE QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
“O God be merciful to me, a sinner.” 

Luke 18:13 
 
 Who’s a good person? Who’s a bad person? How can you tell? But we think we can. We believe we can 
pretty much tell who a good person is and who a bad person is. We rely, of course, on externals, things we can 
observe or grasp. We rely also on “our gut,” our sense of the person. But externals don’t always reveal exactly what 
is going on inside. And our “gut” can be right a lot but wrong sometimes too.  
 How about our analysis of ourselves? Can I really tell if I am being authentic and true or when I am only 
playing the game and pretending to be what I really am not? Do I recognize my own hypocrisy as easily and as 
readily as I recognize another person’s hypocrisy? Jesus tells a story today about two guys. One lives a pretty good 
life and is a believer and makes sacrifices with the way he lives his life. The other has made his compromises and 
now finds it very difficult to get out from under this bad situation. 
 Both of the men take a little time to approach God. The good guy details the good that he does and actually 
notices the other guy whom he knows is not a good guy. The other guy knows he has compromised his life. He does 
not know how to get himself out of a very difficult situation. He is stuck. He cannot make any promises and does not 
make any promises. All he does do is sit there and ask God to be merciful to him no matter what the past has been. 
The first fellow has this list of good deeds he has done that he can point to. 
 What Jesus says is telling, however. Jesus says that the bad guy goes home justified more so than the good 
guy. Why is that? Because the good guy is all full of himself and his own accomplishments. The bad guy can only 
repeat a request for mercy from God’s boundless heart. We are to ask ourselves: what human person can stand 
before the living God and claim to be justified? On the basis of keeping some commandments and making some 
sacrifices? Are any of us so blind to all of the sins we have committed in our arrogance and our greed, in our lusts 
and anger, in our comparisons and judgings of others that we think we can stand before our God in any way other 
than deserving of condemnation? And when we deny our selfishness will the Lord just ratify that stance? What Jesus 
is saying is this: God prefers the man who knows his own sin and asks forgiveness to the man who is oblivious to 
his own sin and toots his own horn. Which am I? The question of the week. 


