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THE QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

“But I say to you whoever is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; and whoever says to his brother Raqa 

will be answerable to the Sanhedrin; and whoever says ‘You fool’ will be liable to the fires of Gehenna.” 

(Matthew 5: 22-23) 

 

 So. This passage is from the Sermon on the Mount. It has to do with anger. There are levels 

and kinds of anger. There is the initial being ticked off at your brother (or sister) for what has been 

done. That anger is still in me and it leads quickly enough for me to pass a harsh judgment on my 

brother or sister. But up to that point it is still something that is only going on inside of me. No one 

else knows. There is some sin here but it surely is not the worst kind of sin. The sin is in the 

judgment of the person more than in the anger. The anger often leads us into forming a judgment 

on the person and Jesus himself says “Judge not lest you be judged.”  

 The expression Raqa is unclear. We have similar expressions in English where you dress a 

person down by using epithets and calling them names. This is designed to demean the person, and 

empties out any possibility of respect or care towards the person. It is a worse form of the angry 

response because it doesn’t just keep things within myself but instead I confront the person with 

great disdain. I am trying to “reduce” my brother or sister by the language I am using. (A variation 

of this applies to our expressing similar thoughts to our children.) This is a worse form of anger. It 

directly involves the brother or sister and demeans them. The Lord is having none of it. 

 Then there is the dressing down of the other person in public. This is often the sin 

of detraction. It is different from calumny. Calumny is spreading lies about another person 

in order to damage their reputation or good name. That is obviously forbidden by the 

commandment that forbids our bearing false witness. But detraction is not telling lies. 

Detraction is telling the truth—But with the express intention of tearing down a person’s 

good name or reputation. “You know I really shouldn’t be telling you this BUT…”  

 My friends everywhere I turn today I encounter such anger, such demeaning 

language, such disrespectful words and actions, such spreading of both lies and truth but 

with the intent to destroy or tear down the other. None of this is of God. None of this is 

justifiable because of “What the other person did to me or said about me.” “I’m just trying 

to right the wrong.” The end does not justify the means. Do not countenance this way of 

being. Do not engage in this kind of activity. Is Jesus clear enough in this passage? That is 

the question of the week. 

 


