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THE QOUESTION OF THE WEEK

“Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!”
Mark 11: 9

For a moment let us step back from Good Friday to the beginning of that week which we have
come to refer to as HOLY. Last year around this time I was in the Holy Land. I saw a lot of palm trees.
Palm trees are often associated with an oasis because an oasis has a water source. Things can live there.
The palm tree then becomes a sign of vibrant life. When Jesus chooses to make his solemn entrance into
the holy city of Jerusalem riding on a donkey, he is making a statement without using words. Five
hundred years before Christ, Zechariah the prophet spoke of the coming Messiah. Zechariah said:
“Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O Daughter of Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to
you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey!” Your king comes to you! Your
Messiah! David’s son. Remember what the sign above his head on the cross will say.

Jesus knew the prophecy. All the Jews knew this prophecy. Jesus has sent out word throughout
the land that all are to go to Jerusalem for Passover. When Jesus shows up riding that donkey and his
followers and disciples see him, they shout out. They rejoice. They lay their cloaks on the path before
him. They cut palm branches and lay them on the ground. Their Messiah has come!! There is great
rejoicing. Fever pitch! People cannot believe it. They have lived to see their long awaited Messiah. He has
come--to release them and rescue them. They are ready to kill the fatted calf and celebrate.

The question in people’s hearts back then is the same question we ask during this coronavirus
epidemic: Who is this Jesus of Nazareth? Back then those proclaiming him as Messiah believed he is
God’s Holy One. But others saw Jesus only as a threat, as a breaker of the law. They saw him as one who
seeks popularity by doing spectacular things. They saw him as one who will so provoke the Roman
Empire that it will destroy Israel. These men thought that Jesus had to be stopped. At all costs. These
Religious leaders had thought about this. They knew how to get rid of him. They would make it look like
it was Rome’s doing and not theirs.

Who is this Jesus? And where is He right now in all that is happening around us? Back then they
believed that He was the meek one whom Zechariah foretold. But make no mistake, by doing what he did
Jesus had chosen to present himself as the Messiah. When? At Passover time in Jerusalem. A time of
passionate expectations. He knew that He was pushing the religious authorities. He was challenging them
publicly. Either they would believe that he is the Messiah or they would denounce him. There was no
other choice. Jesus knew this. He had come for this very reason, to have this moment of confrontation
with the abusive, deceitful power that so often rules human lives. But He seemed so ill-prepared, so weak,
and so powerless. All he had was truth, integrity, humility, compassion and mercy. What are these against
the military, political, economic and cultural power of Rome and the Jewish religious authorities? That is
the question of this week.




